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European Competition Commissioners (Karel Van Miert and
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was the head of cabinet of Michel Barnier, Commissioner for

K Internal Market and Services. Olivier Guersent was Director-
General of the Directorate-General for Financial Stability, Financial Services and Capital Markets Union
(2015 - 2019).

Tomaso DUSO
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Firms and Markets Department at the Deutsches Institut fir
Wirtschaftsforschung (DIW Berlin). He is a member of the
Economic Advisory Group on Competition Policy (EAGCP) of the
European Commission, and a Research Fellow for the CEPR and
CESIfo. Tomaso holds a PhD in Economics from the Humboldt
University Berlin. He has advised several public bodies, such the
European Commission, the UK Competition and Markets Authority, the Dutch Authority for Consumers and
Markets, the OECD and the EBRD.
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Inge Bernaerts is Director for Strategy and Policy in the
Competition Directorate General of the European Commission.
Previously, Inge held management positions in the Energy
Directorate General of the Commission and was Head of
Cabinet to Marianne Thyssen, Commissioner for Employment,
Social Affairs, Skills and Labour Mobility in the Juncker
Commission. She joined DG Competition in 2003. Before that,
she practiced competition law at the Brussels bar and lectured
European law seminars at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven.
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Vincent Verouden is a Senior Economist at the European
Commission (DG Competition), in the unit responsible for the
ex-post evaluation of competition policy and enforcement. He
has over 20 years’ experience in antitrust, merger control and
state aid control. Previously, he has worked as a Director of an
economic consultancy active in the field of competition
economics (2014-2019) and as a member of the Chief
Economist Team of DG Competition (2004-2014). In the period
2012-2014, he acted as Deputy Chief Economist, with special
responsibility for State aid control. He is the author of
numerous articles and publications on competition economics,
and co-editor of the book publication "EU State Aid Control:
Law and Economics" (Kluwer, 2017/2024). He holds a Ph.D. in
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Lluis Sauri has been Acting Chief Economist at DG Competition,
European Commission, since August 2023 and Head of Unit at
the Chief Economist Team since May 2021. Lluis has a PhD in
economics (European University Institute, 2012) and over 15
years of experience, both in the private and public sectors, in
merger, antitrust and state aid control. He joined the Chief
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for the economic analysis of the team in the fields of energy
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Commission’s review of the State aid Guidelines on climate,
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Science, Technology and Innovation at the OECD, where she
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and investment. Her research interests lie in the area applied
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dynamics, competition and productivity. Her research has been
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Dr. Mike Walker has been the Chief Economic Advisor at the
UK Competition and Markets Authority since 2013. Previous
to this he was a Vice President at CRA International in London.
He has worked on the economics of competition law and
regulation for more than thirty years. He is a Professor at the
College of Europe in Bruges.
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Griet Jans is Chief Economist and a member of the board of
the Belgian Competition Authority. She leads the Chief
Economist Team and advises the investigation teams of the
Prosecutor General and the Competition Colleges on the use
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cases. Besides this, she is the Secretary-General of the
Association of Competition Economics (ACE), a distinguished
non-profit network that brings together competition
economists working in government, academia and the private
sector.
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Steen & Hamilton LLP in Brussels. His practice focuses on
European and Spanish competition law, including mergers and
acquisitions, restrictive practices, abuse of dominance and
state aid. He joined the firm in 2003. Prior to Cleary, Francisco
held a number of positions within European institutions,
including the EU Commission Legal Service and the Court of
Justice.
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Salvatore Nava is a Partner at Lear. He regularly assists clients in
antitrust and litigation matters providing expert economic
advice. Salvatore has over ten years’ experience in economic
consulting. His experience spans proceedings before national
and supra-national competition authorities, including cases of
anti-competitive agreements, abuses of dominance and
mergers; damages estimation; background studies on state aid
and ex post evaluation. He regularly acts as the party-appointed
expert in court proceedings. He holds degrees in Economics and
Industrial Economics from the University of Rome Tor Vergata
and the University of East Anglia, respectively.
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University School of Economics and School of Law. He has
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number of important books, such as Regulation and Entry into
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Research Fellow of CEPR (Centre for Economic Policy Research,
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Group of Competition Policy at the European Commission
during 2003-2019. He has been a managing editor of the
International Journal of Industrial Organization (2019-2022),
co-editor of the Journal of Industrial Economics (2003-2008).
He served as chairman of the Department of Economics of KU
Leuven (2013-2017). His research focuses on industrial
organization, with applications to competition policy and
regulation. Frank has advised various international
organizations, such as the European Commission, the OECD,
national competition authorities as well as some leading companies on various cases.
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Vanessa is Senior Advisor for Competition at the European
Consumer Organisation, BEUC. Vanessa focusses on ensuring
that consumer interests are taken into account in European
competition policy, in particular in Digital Markets and
Sustainability and in key merger, antitrust and DMA
enforcement cases before the Commission and EU Courts. Prior
to joining BEUC, Vanessa was a Partner in the Competition
Practice of Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer and Allen & Overy.
In between these roles, she was a Member of Cabinet of
Competition Commissioner Neelie Kroes, Special Advisor to the
US FTC in Washington DC, and General Counsel, Company
Secretary and Executive Vice President at Visa Europe.
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Telekom, responsible for EU competition affairs in Brussels, with
a focus on ongoing competition cases in the field of telecoms
mergers and antitrust cases in the ICT sector, as well as the
development of competition policy in the context of
digitalisation. She also is chair of Connect Europe’s Competition
Policy Taskforce and vice-chair of ICLA’s European chapter
(Inhouse Competition Lawyers Association).
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Paolo Buccirossi is the Director and founder of Lear. Paolo has
been working in the field of competition policy since 1994. After
five years spent as an economic advisor at the Italian
Competition Authority, Paolo set up Lear in 1999. Since then he
has advised private clients and public institutions on a wide
range of competition issues. Paolo regularly acts as a consultant
for the World Bank, the EBRD, the European Commission, the
European Parliament and several national competition
authorities in the world.
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Non-Resident Fellow at the Peterson Institute for International
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was on academic leave, as advisor at the European Commission
(BEPA Bureau of European Policy Analysis). She served on the
ERC Scientific Council from 2012-2018 and on the EU-RISE
Expert Group advising the Commissioner for Research. With her
research concentrated in the fields of industrial organisation,
international economics and strategy, innovation and science,
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international journals.
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Lars-Hendrik Roller is professor of economics at ESMT Berlin,
the European School of Management and Technology and the
Chairman of the Berlin Global Dialogue. He is also director at
E.CA Economics, an economic consultancy in competition
policy, which he co-founded in 2006 and the Chairman of
Blackrock’s Transition Investing Advisory Council. From 2011-
2021, he was Chief Economic Advisor to Chancellor Merkel. In
this capacity he was responsible for the economic, financial and
energy policy at the Chancellery. Previous positions include
Europe’s (first) Chief Competition Economist of the European
Commission (2003-2006), President of the European School of
Management and Technology in Berlin (2006-2011), Professor at Humboldt University Berlin (1995-2011),
Professor at INSEAD (France, 1987-1994), and Director at the WZB Berlin Social Science Center (1994-
2003). Lars-Hendrik Roller holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of Pennsylvania.
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Maarten Pieter Schinkel is Professor of Competition Economics
and Regulation at the University of Amsterdam and a research
fellow of the Tinbergen Institute. His research interests are in
industrial organization, competition policy and market
regulation. His work has been published in leading academic
journals and he (co-)authored several books. Schinkel
previously held positions at Maastricht University, MIT, and the
College of Europe. He occasionally acts as an expert on complex
competition litigation matters and has served in several public
functions, including as Non-Governmental Advisor to the
European Commission and Deputy Economic Counsel to the Board to the Dutch competition authority
(ACM). He is currently a member of the Economic Advisory Group Competition Policy (EAGCP) at the
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Prof. Dr. Rupprecht Podszun holds the Chair for Civil Law,
German and European Competition Law at Heinrich Heine
University Dusseldorf. He is a member of the German
Monopolies Commission and the President of ASCOLA, the
Academic Society for Competition Law. Currently, his research
focus is on the twin transition. He is a Principal Investigator of
the research project Shaping Competition in the Digital Age
(www.scidaproject.com) and a co-author of the book
“Competition and Sustainability” (Edward Elgar 2024).
Rupprecht is also a guest professor at the Université Aix-
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Since January 2021, Thomas Deisenhofer is Principal Adviser in
DG Competition of the European Commission, responsible for
economic ex post evaluation of competition enforcement and
policy. Prior to that, from 2011 to 2020, he worked as Head of
a merger control unit in DG Competition in charge of the control
of mergers in basic industries, manufacturing and agriculture.
In 2009 and 2010, he was Head of the merger unit responsible
for telecommunications, media and IT. In the period 2005 to
2009, he was assistant of Philip Lowe, Director General of DG
Competition, and responsible for state aid control. From 1998
to 2002 Thomas worked as a "référendaire" (clerk) for Advocate
General F.G. Jacobs at the European Court of Justice.



