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We would also like to comment more generally with regard to Note 217 on Page 73 of the Preliminary 
Report which briefly discusses opt-out of royalty-free licensing. The Thread Group IPR Policy does not 
allow a contributor to declare an opt-out from royalty free licensing of its own contribution, as described in 
Sections 3.3 and 4.5 of the Thread Group IPR Policy. Thread Group members are only allowed to 
submit Licensing Objections during review periods for portions of the Thread Group specification that they 
did not contribute. If a Licensing Objection is received, Thread Group implements a process under 
Section 4.6 of the IPR Policy to respond to and potentially modify the draft Thread Group specification 
before adoption. 

Thread Group's "RAND-RF with possibility of opt out" licensing model is essential to Thread Group's 
mission of promoting interoperability in the loT ecosystem. Thread Group technology will only be 
successful if it is widely adopted by industry. Thread Group promotes Thread adoption by maximizing 
accessibility, reducing tensions around IPR licensing, and providing users with freedom to operate. As 
use of Thread technology increases, interoperability increases, and opportunities for innovative products 
and services to enter loT markets and compete follow. 

Thank you for your attention to this input. Please feel free to contact Thread Group at 
help@threadgroup.org if the DG Competition group has any follow-up questions. 
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