Joint European Forum for Important Projects of Common European Interest
JEF-IPCEI
Minutes of the Eight Technical-Level Meeting

On 22 October 2025, the European Commission and the Member States (MSs) met for a
JEF-IPCEI technical-level meeting and discussed the following points:

General update on working groups and 2026 workplan

The Commission introduced the meeting by presenting a tentative calendar for 2026 and
presented the workplan survey results for the identification of potential new candidate
IPCEls, and new horizontal topics. The Commission and the MSs agreed to leave more
time to the MSs to define their priorities for the 2026 IPCEI identification phase. The final
proposals of the technical level formation meeting will be put on the agenda of the next
high-level formation meeting of the JEF-IPCEI for possible endorsement.

The Commission provided a summary of the state of play of all working groups according
to the 2025 workplan. This update included the state of play of the IPCEI candidates in
the design phase, and the working groups on national best practices, EU IPCEI co-
financing, facilitation of small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) participation,
management of IPCEls by MSs, evaluation methodologies, reporting and implementation
dashboard, as well as the state of play of the three working groups concerning the
identification of future potential IPCEI candidates in the fields of Biotechnologies, Clean,
Connected and Autonomous Vehicles and Critical Raw Materials.

Update on the state of play of the IPCEI candidates in design phase

The co-leading MSs and the Commission presented the state of play and the envisaged
next steps of the five IPCEI candidates in design: Circular Advanced Materials, Artificial
Intelligence, Compute Infrastructure Continuum, Advanced Semiconductors
Technologies, and Innovative Nuclear Technologies. Each of these IPCEI candidates is
supported by the Commission’s IPCEI Design Support Hub.

Update on the state of play of the Identification workstreams

The MSs co-leading the working groups to identify possible IPCEI candidates in the fields
of Biotechnology, Clean Connected Autonomous Vehicles and Critical Raw Materials
presented the state of play and next steps of the ongoing identification work. The
identification working groups will continue their work, to refine and further progress on
the scope and on the suitability and desirability of identifying these technologies / value
chains as potential IPCEI candidates.



Working Group on National Best Practices

This meeting was the opportunity for the working group on National Best Practices to
present the achieved progress on national reporting and monitoring procedures. These
best practices, together with the best practices on national calls of expression of interest,
and national Implementation procedures are up for finalisation and subsequent
adoption atthe high-level formation meeting. Once endorsed by the high-level formation,
they will be published on the dedicated JEF-IPCEI website.

Working Group on EU IPCEI co-financing

The Commission informed the MSs about the state of play of the report on EU co-
financing and its annexe. The meeting was also an opportunity to inform the MSs about
the ongoing work on a Screening Tool, created for MSs to raise awareness about
potentially available financing programs for IPCEls.

The Commission used the opportunity to briefly inform the MSs about the Commission
proposal regarding the future European Competitiveness Fund and its option for IPCEI
co-funding.

Working Group on Facilitation of SME participation in IPCEls

The Working Group on facilitation of SME participation presented an overview of the
feedback received by SMEs and MSs through two surveys and a workshop. The responses
mentioned positive aspects for SMEs such as the possibility to participate in the IPCEI
ecosystem, but also aspects that require improvement, such as the need to increase
awareness and knowledge of SMEs about ongoing and potential future IPCEls, as well as
the rules applicable to IPCEI projects. The collected feedback will be the basis for a
Recommendation by the JEF-IPCEI on the facilitation of SME participation in IPCEls. The
aim is to propose the final draft recommendation for possible endorsement by the next
high-level formation meeting of the JEF-IPCEI.

Working Groups on Management of IPCEls by Member States

The meeting was an opportunity for Working Groups to present the state of play on the
three Key Priorities (KP) on the management of IPCEls by Member States, namely KP 1 -
Role of Lead/Coordinator Member State in identification, design and assessment phases
of IPCEl lifecycle, KP 2 - Governance for managing approved IPCEls, and KP3 Programme
management procedures in the implementation phase. The work of these working groups
is still ongoing. Once finalized and endorsed by the high-level formation meeting of the
JEF-IPCEI, the recommendations will be published on the dedicated JEF-IPCEIl website.

Working Group on Evaluation methodologies

The WG on evaluation methodologies presented its draft Recommendation, which
touches upon relevant aspects of IPCEls to be included in an evaluation, data security



and confidentiality topics, the timing of a potential pilot evaluation, and the
establishment of an evaluation plan. In its conclusions the Working Group proposed to
carry out a pilot joint evaluation at integrated IPCEI level. The final draft recommendation
will be submitted for possible endorsement to the next high-level formation meeting of
the JEF-IPCEI.

Reporting and implementation dashboard

The Commission first provided feedback on the ongoing reporting exercise for 2025,
thanking MSs and beneficiaries for their efforts, which yielded very useful results. There
appears to be an overall good understanding of the reporting requirements. The
Commission asked MSs to continue with their efforts and indicated where there would
still be room for improvement while being available for feedback and questions.

Secondly, the Commission presented the state of play of the implementation dashboard.
The creation of this dashboard was only possible thanks to the reporting efforts of the
MSs and beneficiaries so far. The first version of the dashboard presented was based on
a limited number of sample reports. Already this first version of the dashboard visualised
the positive effects of the selected IPCEI, for example as regards the spillovers
implemented. The work on the dashboard continues. The Commission asked the MSs to
continue submitting the necessary reporting documents which are the basis for the
dashboard. The Commission will update future meetings of the JEF-IPCEl about the state
of play of the implementation dashboard.

Conclusion, next steps and AOB

To conclude this eighth meeting of the technical level formation of the JEF-IPCEI, the
Commission thanked the MSs for their active participation and contributions both today
and on a regular basis in the context of the numerous working groups.



