	Part III.2 - Supplementary information sheet for research and development and innovation aid


This supplementary information sheet must be used for the notification of any aid measures (aid schemes and individual aid) covered by the Framework for state aid for research and development and innovation (“the R&D&I Framework”)
.

In case there are several beneficiaries involved in an individual aid measure, the relevant information must be provided for each of them.

	1. Characteristics of the notified aid measure


1.1. Aid schemes

A) Reasons for notifying the scheme:

(a) 
the scheme includes aid that is not transparent in the sense of Article 5 of the General Block Exemption Regulation (“GBER”)
;

(b) 
other reasons.
Please specify:

B) Sectoral scope of the notified scheme:

C) Please tick the box below to confirm that any aid awarded under the notified scheme will be notified individually if it exceeds the thresholds laid down in Article 4 of the GBER:


1.2. Individual aid
A) In case the aid is based on an approved scheme, please provide information concerning that scheme, including its publication reference (internet address) and state aid registration number:

B) If applicable, please provide the exchange rate which has been used for the purposes of the notification:

1.3. General information

A) Please specify the type of aid:

(a) 
aid for R&D projects;

(b) 
aid for feasibility studies;

(c) 
aid for the construction and upgrade of research infrastructures;

(d) 
innovation aid for SMEs;

(e) 
aid for process and organisational innovation;

(f) 
aid for innovation clusters.

B) Does the notified measure involve Union funding centrally managed by the institutions, agencies, joint undertakings or other bodies of the Union that is not directly or indirectly under the control of Member States?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

C) Does the notified measure involve undertakings in difficulty, as defined by the Guidelines on State aid for rescuing and restructuring non-financial undertakings in difficulty
?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

D) Does the notified measure involve undertakings that are subject to an outstanding recovery order following a previous decision declaring aid illegal and incompatible with the internal market?


yes


no

If so, please specify and indicate the amounts still to be recovered:

E) Does the notified measure involve research and knowledge dissemination organisations ("research organisations") or research infrastructures, as defined in points 15(ee) and (ff) of the R&D&I Framework?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

F) Does the notified measure involve public procurement of research and development services?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

G) Can the aid awarded under the notified measure be combined with other aid?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

H) If applicable, please tick the box below to confirm that the beneficiaries comply with the SME definition as laid down in Annex I to the GBER and, for individual aid, provide relevant information and evidence:


	2. Research organisations and research infrastructures


A) Do research organisations or research infrastructures concerned by the notified aid measure carry out any economic activity consisting of offering goods or services on a given market?


yes


no

Please provide details:

B) If the same entity carries out activities of both an economic and a non-economic nature, can the two kinds of activities and their costs, funding and revenues be clearly separated?


yes


no
If so, please specify:

C) If the same entity carries out activities of both an economic and a non-economic nature, is the amount of public funding allocated to it for a specific accounting period limited to the costs of non-economic activities incurred in the same period?


yes


no
If so, please specify:

D) If the same entity carries out activities of both an economic and a non-economic nature, does the economic use remain purely ancillary, that is to say does it correspond to an activity which is directly related to and necessary for the operation of the research organisation or research infrastructure or intrinsically linked to its main non-economic use, and which is limited in scope?


yes


no
If so, please specify and indicate the proportion of the overall capacity that is used or estimated to be used for such economic activities each year:

E) If public funding is provided for non-ancillary economic activities of research organisations or research infrastructures, can it be shown that both the public funding and any advantage acquired through it are fully passed on to the final recipients, for example through reduced prices, and that no further advantage is awarded to the intermediary?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

	3. Indirect state aid to undertakings through research organisations and research infrastructures


3.1. Research on behalf of undertakings
A) Do research organisations or research infrastructures concerned by the notified aid measure perform contract research or provide research services to undertakings?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

B) If research organisations or research infrastructures perform contract research or provide research services to undertakings, do they provide such services at market price?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

C) If research organisations or research infrastructures perform contract research or provide research services to undertakings and there is no market price, do they provide such services at a price which reflects the full costs of the services and generally includes a margin established by reference to those commonly applied by undertakings active in the sector concerned, or is the result of arm's length negotiations where research organisations or research infrastructures negotiate in order to obtain the maximum economic benefit at the moment when the contract is concluded and cover at least their marginal costs?

yes


no

If so, please specify:

3.2. Collaboration with undertakings
A) Do research organisations or research infrastructures concerned by the notified aid measure effectively collaborate with undertakings with a view to jointly carrying out specific projects?


yes


no

If so, please specify:

B) If research organisations or research infrastructures effectively collaborate with undertakings, please indicate whether any of the following conditions are fulfilled:

(a) the participating undertakings bear the full cost of the projects


yes


no

(b) the results of the collaboration which do not give rise to intellectual property rights (IPR) may be widely disseminated and any IPR resulting from the activities of research organisations or research infrastructures are fully allocated to them

yes


no

(c) any IPR resulting from the project, as well as related access rights are allocated to the different collaboration partners in a manner which adequately reflects their work packages, contributions and respective interests

yes


no

If the answer to any of the above questions is yes, please provide details:

C) If research organisations or research infrastructures effectively collaborate with undertakings and none of the answers to question (B) is yes, please indicate whether any of the following conditions are fulfilled:

(a) the research organisations or research infrastructures receive a compensation the amount of which has been established by means of an open, transparent and non-discriminatory competitive sale procedure:


yes


no

(b) the research organisations or research infrastructures receive a compensation the amount of which is confirmed to be at least equal to the market price by an independent expert valuation:


yes


no

(c) the research organisations or research infrastructures can demonstrate that they effectively negotiated the compensation, at arm's length, in order to obtain the maximum economic benefit at the moment when the contract is concluded:


yes


no

(d) in cases where the collaboration agreement provides the collaborating undertakings with a right of first refusal as regards IPR generated by research organisations or research infrastructures, the latter exercise a reciprocal right to solicit more economically advantageous offers from third parties so that the collaborating undertakings will have to match their offer accordingly:


yes


no

If the answer to any of the questions in this section is yes, please provide details:

	4. Public procurement of research and development services


A) If the notified measure involves public procurement of research and development services from undertakings, are the providers selected by means of an open tender procedure carried out in accordance with the applicable directives
?


yes


no

If yes, please specify:

B) In all other cases where the notified measure involves public procurement of research and development services from undertakings, including pre-commercial procurement, please indicate whether the following conditions are fulfilled:
(a) the selection procedure is open, transparent and non-discriminatory, and based on objective selection and award criteria specified in advance of the bidding procedure


yes


no
If no, please provide details indicating whether a competitive, transparent and non-discriminatory procedure in line with the applicable directives was followed (for instance, competitive procedure with negotiations, innovation partnership, or competitive dialogue):
(b) the envisaged contractual arrangements describing all rights and obligations of the parties, including with regard to IPR, are made available to all interested bidders prior to the bidding procedure:


yes


no

Please provide details:

(c) the procurement does not give any of the participant providers any preferential treatment in the supply of commercial volumes of the final products or services to a public purchaser in the Member State concerned
, and one of the following conditions is met:

· all results which do not give rise to IPR may be widely disseminated in a way that allows other undertakings to reproduce them, and any IPR are fully allocated to the public purchaser

· any service provider to which results giving rise to IPR are allocated is required to grant the public purchaser unlimited access to those results free of charge, and to grant access to third parties under market conditions.


yes


no

Please provide details:

	5. Description of the notified aid measure


5.1 Aid for R&D projects
A) Please indicate which R&D stages are supported under the notified measure:

(a) 
fundamental research;
(b) 
industrial research;

(c) 
experimental development.

B) For individual aid, if the project encompasses different research categories, please list and qualify the different tasks as falling under the categories of fundamental research, industrial research or experimental development:
C) Please specify the eligible costs and, for individual aid, indicate their amount:

	
	Fundamental research
	Industrial research
	Experimental development

	Personnel costs
	
	
	

	Costs of instruments and equipment
	
	
	

	Costs of buildings and land
	
	
	

	Cost of contractual research, knowledge and patents bought or licensed from outside sources in arm's length transactions
	
	
	

	Additional overheads incurred directly as a result of the project
	
	
	

	Other operating expenses
	
	
	


D) Please specify the applicable maximum aid intensities:

	
	Small enterprise
	Medium-sized enterprise
	Large enterprise

	Fundamental research
	
	
	

	Industrial research
	
	
	

	· subject to effective collaboration between undertakings (for large enterprises cross-border or with at least one SME) or between an undertaking and a research organisation; or

· subject to wide dissemination of results
	
	
	

	Experimental development
	
	
	

	· subject to effective collaboration between undertakings (for large enterprises cross-border or with at least one SME) or between an undertaking and a research organisation; or

· subject to wide dissemination of results
	
	
	


5.2 Aid for feasibility studies
A) Please specify the eligible costs and, for individual aid, indicate their amount:

B) Please specify the applicable maximum aid intensities, including any increases for SMEs ('SME bonuses'):

5.3 Aid for the construction and upgrade of research infrastructures

A) Please specify the eligible costs and, for individual aid, indicate their amount:

B) Please specify the applicable maximum aid intensity:

C) If the research infrastructures pursue both economic and non-economic activities, please tick the box below to confirm that the financing costs and revenues of each type of activity are accounted for separately on the basis of consistently applied and objectively justifiable cost accounting principles:



For individual aid, please provide relevant information and evidence:

D) If the research infrastructures receive public funding for both economic and non-economic activities, please tick the box below to confirm that a monitoring and claw-back mechanism is in place in order to ensure that the applicable maximum aid intensity is not exceeded:



Please provide relevant information and evidence:

E) Does the price charged for the operation or use of the research infrastructures correspond to a market price?


yes


no


Please specify:

F) Is access to the research infrastructures open to several users on a transparent and non-discriminatory basis?


yes


no


In case preferential access is granted to some undertakings, please provide details and indicate the share of the investment costs borne by those undertakings:

5.4 Innovation aid for SMEs

A) Please indicate which activities are supported under the notified measure:

(a) 
obtaining, validating and defending patents and other intangible assets;
(b) 
secondment of highly qualified personnel;

(c) 
acquiring innovation advisory and support services.

B) Please specify the eligible costs and, for individual aid, indicate their amount:

C) Please specify the applicable maximum aid intensities:

5.5 Aid for process and organisational innovation

A) Please indicate which activities are supported under the notified measure:


process innovation;


organisational innovation.

B) Please specify the eligible costs and, for individual aid, indicate their amount:

	Personnel costs
	

	Costs of instruments and equipment (to the extent and for the period used for the project)
	

	Costs of buildings and land (to the extent and for the period used for the project)
	

	Cost of contractual research, knowledge and patents bought or licensed from outside sources in arm's length transactions
	

	Additional overheads and other operating costs incurred directly as a result of the research project
	


C) Please specify the applicable maximum aid intensities:

D) Where aid is awarded to large enterprises, please tick the box below to confirm that they effectively collaborate with SMEs in the aided activity and the collaborating SMEs incur at least 30% of the total eligible costs:



For individual aid, please provide relevant information and evidence:

5.6 Aid for innovation clusters
A) Please tick the box below to confirm that the aid is awarded exclusively to the legal entity operating the innovation cluster:



For individual aid, please provide details:

B) Do the fees charged for using the clusters' facilities and participating in the clusters' activities correspond to the market price or reflect their costs?


yes


no


Please specify:

C) Is access to the clusters' premises, facilities and activities open to several users on a transparent and non-discriminatory basis?


yes


no


In case preferential access is granted to some undertakings, please provide details and indicate the share of the investment costs borne by those undertakings:

D) For individual aid, please provide information on the planned or expected specialisation of the innovation cluster, existing regional potential and presence of clusters in the Union with similar purposes:

5.6.1 Investment aid

A) Please specify the eligible costs and, for individual aid, indicate their amount:

B) Please specify the applicable maximum aid intensities, including any increases ('bonuses') for clusters located in assisted regions fulfilling the conditions of Articles 107(3)(a) or 107(3)(c) TFEU:

5.6.2 Operating aid

A) Please indicate which activities are supported under the notified measure:

(a) 
animation of the cluster;

(b) 
marketing of the cluster;

(c) 
management of the cluster's facilities;

(d) 
organisation of training programmes, workshops and conferences.

B) Please specify the eligible costs and, for individual aid, indicate their amount:

C) Please specify the applicable maximum aid intensity and duration of the aid:

	6. Compatibility assessment of the notified aid measure


For individual aid, please provide a comprehensive description of the aided project or activity:

6.1. Contribution to a well-defined objective of common interest
A) Please define precisely the objective pursued and explain how the notified measure intends to promote R&D&I activities in the Union:

B) In case of an aid scheme, is it part of a comprehensive programme or action plan to stimulate R&D&I activities or smart specialisation strategies?


yes


no

Please specify, where relevant including reference to evaluations of similar past aid measures:

Individual aid

A) Will the project size be increased due to the notified measure?


yes


no

If so, please specify the type of increase and provide relevant evidence:

(a) 
increase in the total project costs (without a decrease in spending by the aid beneficiary when compared to the situation without aid);

(b) 
increase in the number of people assigned to R&D&I activities;

(c) 
other type of increase.
B) Will the project scope be increased due to the notified measure?


yes


no

If so, please specify the type of increase and provide relevant evidence:

(a) 
increase in the number of the expected deliverables of the project;

(b) 
increase in the level of ambition of the project evidenced by a higher number of partners involved, a higher probability of a scientific or technological break-through or a higher risk of failure (notably linked to the long-term nature of the project and uncertainty about its results);

(c) 
other type of increase.
C) Will the project speed be increased due to the notified measure?


yes 


no

If so, please provide relevant evidence:
D) Will the total amount spent be increased due to the notified measure?


yes


no

If so, please specify the type of increase and provide relevant evidence:

(a) 
increase in total R&D&I spending by the aid beneficiary, in absolute terms or as a proportion of turnover;

(b) 
changes in the committed budget for the project (without a corresponding decrease in the budget allocated to other projects);

(c) 
other type of increase.

E) Will the notified measure be subject to a publicly available ex post evaluation of its contribution to the common interest?


yes


no

If so, please specify:
6.2. Need for State intervention
A) Please identify the market failures hampering R&D&I activities in the present case and justifying the need for state aid and provide relevant evidence:

(a) 
positive externalities/knowledge spillovers;

(b) 
imperfect and asymmetric information;

(c) 
coordination and network failures.

B) Please explain how the notified measure can effectively mitigate the market failures associated with reaching the objective of common interest without aid

6.2.1. Individual aid

A) Please explain whether the aid addresses a general market failure regarding R&D&I activities in the Union, or a specific market failure regarding, for example, a particular sector or line of business:

B) If available, please provide any sectoral comparisons and other studies that can substantiate the analysis of the alleged market failures:

C) If available, please provide any information regarding R&D&I projects or activities undertaken within the Union which, with respect to their technological content, level of risk and size, are similar to those concerned by the notified measure and explain why the aid is needed in the case concerned:

6.3. Appropriateness of the aid measure
A) Please explain how the advantages of using a selective policy instrument such as state aid in order to increase R&D&I activities have been established, and provide any related impact assessment and supporting documents:

B) If aid is awarded in forms that provide a direct pecuniary advantage (such as direct grants, exemptions or reductions in taxes or other compulsory charges, or the supply of land, products or services at favourable prices), please provide an analysis of other options and explain why or how other forms of aid are less appropriate to address the identified market failures:

6.4. Incentive effect
A) Please tick the box below to confirm that when awarding the aid under the notified measure, it will be ensured that work on the relevant R&D&I activities has not started before the aid application by the beneficiary to the national authorities
 and, for individual aid, specify the relevant dates:

B) Please tick the box below to confirm that the aid applications include at least the applicant's name and size of the undertaking, a description of the project, including its location and start and end dates, the amount of public support needed to carry it out, and a list of eligible costs:

C) If the aid is awarded in the form of a fiscal measure, please provide details and, for non-incremental measures, any evaluation studies establishing its incentive effect:

6.4.1. Individual aid

A) Please provide a description, by means of counterfactual analysis, of the behaviour of the beneficiary in the absence of aid and specify the intended change:

B) Please specify the elements that are relevant for the notified measure and provide supporting evidence, such as board documents, risk assessments, financial reports, internal business plans, expert opinions and other studies related to the project under assessment:

(a) 
level of profitability;

(b) 
amount of investment and the timeframe of cash flows;

(c) 
level of risk involved.

C) If available, please provide industry-specific data demonstrating that the beneficiary's counterfactual scenario, its required level of profitability and its expected cash-flows are reasonable:

6.5. Proportionality of the aid
A) If the aid is awarded in the form of a repayable advance expressed as gross grant equivalent, please provide details on the methodology applied in order to calculate such gross grant equivalent, including underlying verifiable data or, for individual aid, specify on the basis of which approved aid scheme the aid is awarded:

If the aid is awarded in the form of a repayable advance expressed as a percentage of the eligible costs and exceeds, by up to 10 percentage points, the maximum aid intensities laid down in the R&D&I Framework, please confirm that:

(a) 
in the case of a successful outcome, the notified measure provides that the advance is to be repaid with an interest rate not less than the discount rate resulting from the application of the Communication from the Commission on the revision of the method for setting the reference and discount rates
;

(b) 
in the case of a success exceeding the outcome defined as successful, the Member State concerned requests payments beyond repayment of the advance amount including interest according to the applicable discount rate;

(c) 
in the case of failure or partial success, the repayment is proportional to the degree of success achieved.
Please provide details on the repayment of the advance and clearly define what is considered as a successful outcome of the aided activities, on the basis of a reasonable and prudent hypothesis:
B) If the aid is awarded in the form of a fiscal measure, please specify how the aid intensities are calculated and provide any relevant details:


on the basis of individual projects;


at the level of the undertaking, as the ratio between the overall tax relief and the sum of all eligible R&D&I costs incurred in a period not exceeding three consecutive fiscal years.

6.5.1. Individual aid

A) Please provide a comprehensive business plan for the aided project (with and without aid), including all relevant expected costs and benefits:

If the aid beneficiary faces a clear choice between carrying out either the aided project or an alternative one without aid, please provide also a comprehensive business plan for the counterfactual project:

B) In the absence of an alternative project, please explain why the aid is limited to the minimum necessary for the aided project to be sufficiently profitable, for example by making it possible to achieve an internal rate of return ('IRR') corresponding to the sector or firm specific benchmark or hurdle rate:

C) If the aid beneficiary faces a clear choice between carrying out either the aided project or an alternative one without aid, please explain why the aid is limited to the minimum necessary to cover the net extra costs of the aided project compared to the counterfactual project, if relevant by taking account of the probabilities of different business scenarios occurring:

Please provide any supporting documents, such as internal company documents, showing that the counterfactual project is a clearly defined and sufficiently predictable alternative project that has been considered by the beneficiary in its internal decision making:
D) Please explain how the aid amount has been established and provide any supporting documents:

E) If there were multiple potential candidates for carrying out the aided activity, is the aid awarded on the basis of transparent, objective and non-discriminatory criteria?


yes


no

Please provide details:

F) If the aid is meant to address actual or potential direct or indirect distortions of international trade, please provide any available evidence indicating that, directly or indirectly, competitors located outside the Union have received (normally in the last three years) or are going to receive aid of an equivalent intensity for similar projects:
If available, please provide also sufficient information to assess the need to take account of the competitive advantage enjoyed by a third country competitor:
6.6. Avoidance of undue negative effects on competition and trade
Please indicate whether:

a) the award of aid is subject to the obligation for the beneficiary to have its central seat, or be predominantly established in the relevant Member State:


yes


no

b) the award of aid is subject to the obligation for the beneficiary to use national products or services:


yes


no

c) the aid measure restricts the possibility for the beneficiary to exploit the R&D&I results in other Member States:


yes


no

d) the aid measure imposes any other obligation on the beneficiary:


yes


no

If the answer to any of the questions in this section is yes, please provide details:

6.6.1. Aid scheme
For aid schemes, please indicate how it will be ensured that any negative effects will be limited to the minimum (taking account, for example, of the size of the projects concerned, the individual and cumulative aid amounts, the number of expected beneficiaries and the characteristics of the targeted sectors) and provide any impact assessment or ex-post evaluations carried out for similar predecessor schemes:

6.6.2. Individual aid 

A) If applicable, please describe the likely impact of the aid on competition in the innovation process:

B) Please identify the product markets on which the aid is likely to have an impact and provide the current market share of the beneficiary in each of the markets concerned, as well as any changes in those market shares that would result from the aided activities:

C) For each of the product markets concerned, please identify the main competitors of the aid beneficiary and provide their market shares:

If available, please provide the associated Herfindahl-Hirschman Index ('HHI'):

D) For each of the product markets concerned, please provide information on the customers or consumers affected by the aided activities:

E) Please describe the structure and dynamics of the relevant markets with regard to the following aspects:

(a) recent developments and future growth prospects:

(b) amount spent by the main players on projects of a similar kind:

(c) levels of entry and exit barriers:

(d) existence of countervailing buyer power:

(e) incentives to compete for future markets:

(f) product differentiation and intensity of competition:

(g) other features likely to affect competitors, customers or consumers:

F) Has the aid beneficiary any influence in the selection process, for example by having the right to recommend undertakings or influencing the research path?


yes


no

If so, please provide details:

G) Is the aid awarded in markets featuring overcapacity or in declining industries?


yes


no

If so, please provide details:

H) Has the beneficiary considered any alternative locations for the aided activities?


yes


no

Please provide details:

	7. OTHER INFORMATION


Please provide any other information that would be of relevance to assess the notified aid measure under the R&D&I Framework:
�	OJ C 198, 27.6.2014, p. 1.


�	Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (OJ L 187, 26.6.2014, p. 1).


�	OJ C 249, 31.7.2014, p. 1.


�	Directive 2014/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on public procurement and repealing Directive 2004/18/EC (OJ L 94, 28.3.2014, p. 65), and Directive 2014/25/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors and repealing Directive 2004/17/EC (OJ L 94, 28.3.2014, p. 243).


�	Without prejudice to procedures that cover both the development and the subsequent purchase of unique or specialised products or services.


�	If the aid application is for an R&D project, it is not excluded that the potential beneficiary would have already carried out feasibility studies which are not covered by the request for aid.


�	OJ C 14, 19.1.2008, p. 6.
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