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Minutes of the Third High-Level Meeting  
 

On the 9th of April 2025, the European Commission and the members of the JEF-IPCEI 
met during a high-level meeting (HLM) and discussed the following points.   

 

Speech by EVP Teresa Ribera and EVP Stéphane Séjourné 

 

Executive Vice-Presidents (EVPs) Teresa Ribera and Stephane Séjourné opened the 
meeting. They underlined the importance of IPCEIs as a tool for achieving the EU policy 
goals and its success in stimulating strategic industries and generating significant public 
and private funding over the last years. Following the Clean Industrial Deal 
Communication in February 2025, EVP Ribera announced the launch of the  IPCEI Design 
Support Hub. The Design Support Hub consists of a dedicated Commission team for 
each IPCEI candidate which will support Member States during the design phase of an 
IPCEI candidate. The Design Support Hub will thus assist Member States in the IPCEI 
process much earlier than in previous IPCEIs. This dedicated support will accelerate the 
IPCEI process. EVP Séjourné underlined that the Clean Industrial Deal sets out the path 
for strengthening European competitiveness and producing tomorrow's key technologies 
in Europe, and that IPCEIs are an important tool for achieving these objectives. The EVPs 
mentioned the legislative proposal in the context of the mid-term review of cohesion 
policy that includes some flexibilities for Member States concerning IPCEI funding, also 
referring to the ongoing work by the JEF-IPCEI Working Group on EU co-financing. The 
EVPs furthermore showed their interest to discuss with Member States how to make 
IPCEI procedures more streamlined and effective (in addition to the efforts that are 
already ongoing), as well as how IPCEIs can contribute to the objectives of the Clean 
Industrial Deal and additional ideas to support the co-financing of IPCEIs for Member 
States. 

 

Endorsement of possible IPCEI candidate(s) on innovative nuclear technologies 

 

The endorsement of the possible IPCEI candidate on innovative nuclear technologies 
started with a short introduction of the identification working group on nuclear 
technologies, who presented the scope and motivation for their proposal. Afterwards, 

https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/state-aid/ipcei/design-support-hub_en
https://competition-policy.ec.europa.eu/state-aid/ipcei/design-support-hub_en


the IPCEI candidate was endorsed by 13 Member States, enacting the start of the design 
phase of the IPCEI candidate on innovative nuclear technologies.  

IPCEI policy and strategy - Tour de table  

 

During the tour the table, Member States exchanged views about policies and strategy 
concerning IPCEIs. During the discussion, several topics have been put forward: the 
importance of SMEs for the EU economy and the success of future IPCEIs in contributing 
to the Clean Industrial Deal, the need for speed and simplification, and the facilitation of 
EU co-funding possibilities for IPCEIs. Member States welcomed the announcement of 
the Design Support Hub, while some reiterated their positive experience from the 
collaboration with the Commission services in the ongoing design phase of current IPCEI 
candidates. Overall, the Member States conveyed positive messages on the ongoing 
work, collaboration and results in the context of the JEF-IPCEI.  

 

Presentation, discussion and adoption of: Consolidated JEF-IPCEI recommendations on 
National Best Practices, Implementation dashboard, Publication of JEF-IPCEI related 
information  

 

Directors-General of GROW and COMP announced the adoption of the collection of 
recommendations on national best practices. Those six recommendations will provide a 
solid foundation and hands-on guidance for national authorities for future IPCEIs and, 
once implemented by the Member States, will be key to achieve facilitation and 
streamlining in all stages of the IPCEI lifecycle. In the spirit of simplification, a uniform 
reporting template for all IPCEIs has been prepared and shared with national authorities 
to improve and streamline data collection during the implementation phase. The 
harmonised data collection for all IPCEIs will enable the creation of the first IPCEI 
implementation dashboard planned for end 2025, while easing the process of reporting 
for companies and Member States. Finally, the Directors-General reminded the JEF-IPCEI 
members that the workings of the Forum are subject to transparency requirements, in 
line with the general rules on the activities of the European institutions. In an effort to 
increase transparency, the JEF-IPCEI will proactively publish non-confidential 
information on its dedicated website, while confidential information (considered as such 
according to the applicable legal framework) will not be disclosed. 

 


