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Article 53-Competition

1. The Parties agree to work to remedy or remove through the application of their com-
petition laws or otherwise, restrictions on competition by enterprises or caused by State
intervention in so far as they may affect trade between the Community and Russia.

2. In order to attain the objectives mentioned in paragraph I:

2.1. The Parties shall ensure that they have and enforce laws addressing restrictions on
competition by enterprises within their jurisdiction.

2.2. The Parties shall refrain from granting export aids favouring certain undertakings
or the production of products other than primary products. The Parties also declare
their readiness, as from the third year from the date of entry into force of this Agree-
ment, to establish for other aids which distort or threaten to distort competition in so far
as they affect trade between the Community and Russia, strict disciplines, including the
outright prohibition of certain aids. These categories of aids and the disciplines applica-
ble to each shall be defined jointly within a period of three years after entry into force of
this Agreement.

Upon request by one Party, the other Party shall provide information on its aid schemes
or in particular individual cases of State aid.

2.3. During a transitional period expiring five years after the entry into force of the
Agreement, Russia may take measures inconsistent with paragraph 2.2, second sen-
tence, provided that these measures are introduced and applied in the circumstances
referred to in Annex 9.

2.4. In the case of State monopolies of a commercial character, the Parties declare their
readiness, as from the third year from the date of entry into force of this Agreement, to
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ensure that there is no discrimination between nationals and companies of the Parties
regarding the conditions under which goods are procured or marketed.

In the case of public undertakings or undertakings to which Member States or Russia
grant exclusive rights, the Parties declare their readiness, as from the third year from the
date of entry into force of this Agreement, to ensure that there is neither enacted nor
maintained any measure distorting trade between the Community and Russia to an
extent contrary to the Parties’ respective interests. This provision shall not obstruct the
performance, in law or fact, of the particular tasks assigned to such undertakings.

2.5. The period defined in paragraphs 2.2 and 2.4 may be extended by agreement of the
Parties.

3. Consultations may take place within the Cooperation Committee at the request of the
Community or Russia on the restrictions or distortions of competition referred to in
paragraphs 1 and 2 and on the enforcement of their competition rules, subject to limita-
tions imposed by laws regarding disclosure of information, confidentiality and business
secrecy. Consultations may also comprise questions on the interpretation of paragraphs
1 and 2.

4. The Party with experience in applying competition rules shall give full consideration
to providing the other Party, upon request and within available resources, technical as-
sistance for the development and implementation of competition rules.

5. The above provisions in no way affect a Party’s rights to apply adequate measures,
notably those referred to in Article 18, in order to address distortions of trade.
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Article 55-Legislative Cooperation

1. The Parties recognize that an important condition for strengthening the economic
links between Russia and the Community is the approximation of legislation. Russia
shall endeavour to ensure that its legislation will be gradually made compatible with that
of the Community.

2. The approximation of laws shall extend to the following areas in particular: company
law, banking law, company accounts and taxes, protection of workers at the workplace,
financial services, rules on competition, public procurement, protection of health and
life of humans, animals and plants, the environment, consumer protection, indirect
taxation, customs law, technical rules and standards, nuclear laws and regulations,
transport.



